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to her the reasons ; that I think he should speak first himself, because he is of too elevated a rank to deal by an intermediary ; if he were of an inferior grade, I would ask for him. He approves of this. Madame asks me to go to the play, which I refuse, and to Madame de Labprde's, which I decline ; I offer, however, to set her down at the play-house, which she accepts of. Go to Madame de Chastellux's. M. de Rrabancon comes in, to whom I communicate an idea which has occurred to my mind of forming a settlement upon the banks of the River St. Lawrence. He seems pleased with it, and will speak to the persons of his acquaintance who want to go out to America."
"Go to Madame de Laborde'sto supper [December 3 ist]. Madame d'Houdetot tells me that she dined at M. Necker's. I find that his family are much hurt at a refusal of the Assemble to accept a gift proffered from Geneva, which is considered as a slight to M. Necker. She tells me that the Abb6 Rayneval has addressed an excellent letter to the Assemble'e. I suppose from hence that it is a criticism upon their conduct, which will not, I think, do them much good.
" This morning two persons come to see me who are determined to go out to America, and to purchase there my Raritan trust. I am to write a letter for them to New York. A person calls to obtain information about America, which I give, and also advice. Write, and then go to dine with M. Millet After dinner one of the King's pages corner in, who is to begin his tour of duty to-morrow. He tells us of the wonderful sagacity, understanding, and instruction of the King, his virtues, etc. He must be very confident, I think, of the credulity of his audience. M. de Moustier, who had spoken very favorably of him to me, and particularly as being an honest man,of writing, in 1789, the brochure entitled, " Qu'est-ce qtie le Tiers Stat/1 until ten years later he was dismissed and placed in theStates in Paris.; in effect, he feels attached to his ;| plan, which is natural, but if adopted, I think it will work                                I evil to him as well as to the countiy, for the paper money must depreciate. He asks whether, in my opinion, the paper proposed by the committee will sustain its value. I tell him no, but that he had better let the plan of his opponents do the mischief. He seems to be convincedationale, Bouchez and Roux mention that Necker's project made but little sensation, as several of the journals did not even notice it.
